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Members Present:  Barbara Abercrombie, Brittany Acuff, Jeremy Battjes, Denise Bignar, Stephanie 
Bukoski, Kelly Carter, J’onnelle Colbert-Diaz, Elizabeth Cunningham, Cosmo Denger, Heather England, 
Stephanie Freedle, Kabrina Gardner, Melynda Hart, Jennifer Rae Hartman, Roy Hatcher, Jeremy McAtee, 
Ryan Miller, Cindy Morley, Chris Nixon, Eva Owens, Autumn Parker, Laura Ray, Henry Rowe, Roman Ruiz, 
Mary Skinner, Sue Donohue Smith, Eric Specking, Trish Watkins, Vicky Watkins 
 
Members Absent: Stephanie Adams, Lonnie Deavens, Michael Gibbs, Andy Gilbride, Sarah O’Brien  
 
Guests Present: Dr. Don Pederson, Dr. Sharon Gaber, Takama Statton-Brooks  
 
I. The meeting was called to order by chair, Trish Watkins at 9:00a. 
II. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to adopt the agenda. 
III. Roll Call   
IV. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the meeting minutes with 
corrections. 
V. Elections and Nominations 
 Finance Committee Elections 
o A motion was made, seconded, and approved to open nominations for the 
Finance Committee.  Lonnie Deavens, Sarah O’Brien, and Eric Specking were 
nominated. 
o A motion was made, seconded, and approved to vote by acclamation to 
have Lonnie Deavens, Sarah O’Brien, and Eric Specking on the Finance 
Committee. 
o Eric Specking volunteered to fill the vacated seat, only to serve the second 
year of a two year term. 
 Campus Council 
o Nominations and Affirmation of Campus Council Members 
A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the following 
Senators on Campus Council:  Kelly Carter, Elizabeth Cunningham, Heather 
England, Kabrina Gardner, Andy Gilbride, Melynda Hart, Chris Nixon, Sarah 
O’Brien, Eric Specking, Michael Gibbs, Jeremy Battjes, J’onnelle Colbert-Diaz, 
Eva Owens, Autumn Parker, Trish Watkins, Denise Bignar, Jeremy McAtee, 
and Henry Rowe. 
o Members of the Campus Council Executive Committee 
A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept Melynda Hart and 
Elizabeth Cunningham to the Campus Council Executive Committee. 
 
VI. Housing’s Fall Move-in Schedule – Takama Statton-Brooks, Director of Residence Education 
 There will be unassisted early move-in on Friday, August 16th; Saturday, August 17th; 
and Monday, August 18th, 2013. 
 There will be assisted early move-in on Wednesday, August 21st, 2013. 
 The Housing Department will need volunteers for all of those days, especially on the 
21st.  Felisha Perrodin is the contact person for staff volunteers.  She can be reached 
at fperrod@uark.edu. 
VII. Guest Speaker – Dr. Don Pederson 
 Short Term Disability Policy is expected to be on the agenda for the Board of 
Trustees teleconference meeting on July 24th, 2013. 
 FY13 Merit increase for Classified Staff. It will be a lump sum payment in the final 
paycheck of FY13, which will be July 15th. 
 FY14 2% COLA for Classified Staff. 
 FY14 Merit for Non-Classified Staff. 
 Administration and Human Resources are continuing to look for ways to improve 
classified salaries and have made progress with UAPD and ITS in closing the gap 
between what the University pays vs. market rates. 
 Building Updates – 
o Music Concert Hall construction scheduled to start in January 2014 
o New classroom building is also scheduled to start in January 2014 
 
VIII. Guest Speaker – Dr. Sharon Gaber 
 Enrollment for Fall 2014 is approximately 4400 incoming Freshman. While we 
shouldn’t need any additional sections to handle the freshman, we are seeing the 
need for additional sections in the Junior and Senior level courses to account for the 
several years of enrollment growth. 
  A new course, Freshman Perspectives, has been created to help educate students 
with the complexities of completing a college education and help with retention. 
 Administration and Human Resources are trying to resolve the issue of staff only 
being allowed additional compensation of 20% of their salary without prior approval 
when in many cases, the work is done before the approval paperwork has gone 
through HR. 
   
IX. Committee Introductions and Working Sessions 
 The Senators broke into the following committee groups and started to work on 
goals for the year: 
o Awards – Henry Rowe 
o Communication – Roy Hatcher 
o Elections – Chris Nixon 
o Employee of the Quarter/Year – Denise Bignar 
o Finance – Eric Specking 
o Internal Affairs – J’onnelle Colbert-Diaz 
o Transit, Parking & Safety – Jeremy McAtee 
o Scholarship – Eva Owens 
o Special Events – Melynda Hart 
 
X. Around the Senate 
 Sue Donahue Smith added campus sustainability will be part of the Freshman 
Perspectives course. 
 Elizabeth Cunningham informed the body of two additional services at the computer 
store, electronics recycling and trade-ins of personal equipment. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:56p. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Roy Hatcher 
